











Aruna
¥ Parashar
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Dreams are universal. Like any
other 26 year old, Aruna dreams
of an interesting career, of finding
a life partner. Aruna also has
cerebral palsy - so her dream has
qualifications. ‘| always thought that
| would marry a normal person’ she
confides, ‘but my parents think that |
should marry someone with disability. |
don’t know whether | could do something
they did not like..."

Aruna is one of the first students who
came to AADI. Today she is a confident,
well gualified adult. She has worked at
the Hutch call centre; as a receptionist at
AADI and at Balloons. She now gives .
tuition to young children.

Aruna’s passion is acting. She has done
some theatre with Barry John and hopes
that she will have other opportunities to
explore this interest.

Opportunities for Aruna - like for many
other adults with disability - are much
tougher to come by. But Aruna has a nice
mixture of optimism and reality. With all
its uncertainties - she feels the future
beckon - and believes that her dreams
will come true.

Rahul with
sister
Muskaan

Being a parent of an 11 year old
is never easy. For Rajesh and Anita
Mahajan it is tougher. Rahul has
hearing and speech impairment;
he uses a wheelchair since his
motor movements are affected.

When his parents first realized that Rahul
had a disability and came to AADI, they
cried for days. 'l never realized that there
were children like this... children whose
entire body was affected by disability.’
After the initial shock, they went about
equipping themselves to give Rahul the
best life possible.

Today - Rahul is an avid cricket fan. He
knows all the statistics, watches all the
matches and has a trophy that he can
hold up triumphantly when India wins!
He loves computers and Math, and his
least favourite subject is Hindi. Routine
is hugely important - he has a time for
everything - eating, study, fun.

Contemplating a future for a child with a
disability is a daunting task. But Rahul’s
parents have armed themselves with a

gallant attitude, "We feel if we do our job
today - the future is fine."

Bijendra

Bijendra doesn’t say very much,
but he smiles often and
disarmingly. Bijendra is 22 and
lives in a village called Junheda
in Ballabgarh district, Haryana.
Earlier he could easily have been
called ‘slow’ or ‘retarded’, but
today Bijendra commands a
slightly different position in his
family and society because he runs
a small commercial enterprise.

With the help of AADI he got a loan of
Rs.50, 000 from the National Handicapped
Finance Development Corporation. With
this he was able to buy the equipment
that helps him make tractor seats. He
assembles the seats and later sells them
to large companies like Eicher or Escorts.

For a large part of his life Bijendra's
potential was undiscovered. He would
spend most of his time just wandering
about. Now he is able to channel his
energies into constructive activity. As
society grows to recognize him as an
individual, there is hope that he will
command respect and finally earn a place
in his community.




Walk with us along uurjourney.

We need partners for our work
to continue.

We need your voice to create
awareness.

We need your ideas to propel
us forward.

We need your involvement to
achieve our dream.

\ .

“You must be the Change you wish to
see in the world.” - Mk Gandbi
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